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Message from the President

Incomparable. Innovative. In-
destructible. When Rory Fitz-

patrick — Charter’s Vice Pres-
ident — and I had to come up 
with a concise way to describe 
the Princeton Charter Club, that 
was what we came up with. 
Since joining Charter my soph-
omore year, these have been the 

defining pillars of my experi-
ence here.

Charter truly is like no 
community I have ever had the honor and privilege 
of being a part of. Never have I encountered a group 
of people so focused on cultivating a culture of care, 
friendship, and mutual respect as I have at Charter. At 
the Princeton Charter Club (the grandest of them all), 
the food is superb because of the wonderful staff that 

works day and night to provide an unrivaled culinary 
experience. The undergraduate officers and our es-
teemed Club Manager, Steve Moskow, work tirelessly 
to provide an unparalleled level of service to all proud 
Chartans. The members care deeply for one another 
and support one another, as is evident in their daily 
interactions. Whether it is collaborating on problem 
sets in the Upstairs Dining Room or celebrating job 
offers and graduate school acceptances at Charter 
events and parties, the members of this club are al-
ways there for each other. As such, if there’s anything 
that makes this club incomparable, it’s the amazing 
people who I am fortunate enough to call my friends 
and colleagues. 

As the membership evolves, so does what the Club 
is doing. This year’s officer corps and our junior offi-
cers have brought new ideas and projects to Charter. 

Jean-Carlos Arenas ‘16
Undergraduate President

Message from the Chairman Emeritus

continued on page 2

The Princeton Eating Clubs may be entering into 
a new era of cooperation with each other, and 

with the University. Just last week, Charter signed 
an agreement with seven other clubs to form an LLC 
for the purposes of buying insurance as a group. The 
signing marked the end of eight months of careful 
study and negotiations between the clubs and insur-
ance providers. The remaining three clubs are likely 
to join the group as their current policies terminate 
over the next year.

Getting the clubs to come to a common point was 
not easy. The expression “like herding cats” comes to 
mind, with tigers being a particularly independent 
species. The effort was led by the Graduate InterClub 
Council (GICC), energized by legal and insurance ex-
perts from the various club boards, and guided by the 
talents of Megan Adams, the University’s Director of 
Risk Management. It took a while, but eventually we 
prevailed.

The results were significant. 
All of the clubs reduced their in-
surance premiums considerably. 
Most improved their coverage 
dramatically. Charter, as it turned 
out, already had one of the better 
policies on the Street, but the new 
policy was comparable in cover-
age and the savings were signifi-
cant. Charter will save about $150 
per member. With the rising cost 
of a Princeton education, every bit is important.

With this success under our belts, the clubs want to 
turn their attention to other areas where we can lever-
age our combined buying power. The University has 
offered to give us access to their experts and, where 
appropriate, let us piggyback off of their vendor rela-
tionships. All of this is being done with the purpose 

continued on page 2

John Bruestle ’78
Board of Governors
Chairman Emeritus
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This spring, we organized the first Charter-Colonial 
Olympics. There was a cornucopia of competitions to 
cater to the various interests of our diverse member-
ship, and many members who attended praised this as 
one of their favorite events of the semester. Our new 
gear items, including Charter crewnecks and laptop 
decals, were very popular additions to our already ex-
pansive catalog. New, inventive pub night menus are 
not uncommon in the dining room. In just about any 
aspect of Club life, we have continued finding ways to 
elevate and innovate. 

I am optimistic about the future of Charter. The 
Class of 2016 officers have been working hard since 
day one, and the 2017 section is remarkably engaged 
and has already demonstrated a commendable level 
of initiative. I am sure that they will continue Char-
ter’s tradition of excellence when the time comes. Af-
ter all, it’s the community here that truly makes this 
place what it is — Indestructible. 

I look forward to seeing you all at Reunions — 
wearing as much maroon and gold as orange and 
black — for many years to come. ◊

President’s Message (continued from page 1)

Chairman’s Message (continued from page 1)

of reducing the cost of being a member of a club. That 
benefits everyone — the clubs, our members, and the 
University.

Another change has occurred at Charter Club. This 
September, Peter Brinckerhoff  ’64 and I ended our re-
spective terms as Vice Chairman and Chairman. We 
have been succeeded by John Beers ’76 and Jim White 
’98. John and Jim are both long-time board members 
— John for eight years and Jim ever since his gradu-
ation. John was a senior when he introduced me to 
Charter Club my sophomore year. His son Theo ’09 
was a Charter member. The combination of John’s 
legal expertise, experience as a Charter parent, and 
his warm heart bestows him with a keen perspective 
on running Charter. Jim has been the guardian of the 
clubhouse for seventeen years, making sure that every 
repair and renovation respects the timeless and classic 
beauty of our building. We are in the best of hands.

I would like to thank Peter for his intelligent and 
enthusiastic service as Vice Chairman. He is Charter 
Club’s biggest cheerleader and most loyal supporter. 
We were both lucky to be backed by a talented and 
devoted board, all of whom have my gratitude. The 
undergraduate officers that served the Club during 
my term were remarkable. They were creative, 
hard-working, and fanatically dedicated to Charter. 
Finally, there is you — the Charter Club alumni — 
your continued support and concern for the Club’s 
well-being has been important, and is appreciated. 
Many thanks. ◊
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Adam Smyles ’15: Graduating Governor

Adam Smyles served as an Assistant Social Chair at Charter 
during the Spring 2014 and Fall 2015 semesters. This May, 

he was elected to serve as the Class of 2015’s Graduating Gov-
ernor. The Graduating Governor is a member elected from the 
graduating section of the Club each year to serve a one-year term 
on the Club’s Board of Governors. This is a role in which Adam 
intends to work diligently to keep the Charter experience the 
best it can be for all Club members.

What did you study at Princeton (major and certificates)? I ma-
jored in Operations Research and Financial Engineering (ORFE).
 
What were your other activities on campus, other than being 
an assistant social chair at Charter? I played Ultimate Frisbee all 
four years. Beyond that, my hobbies and activities included vid-
eo games, working out, and trying to find some time for sleep.

What motivated you to run for graduating governor? I would 
say for the same reasons I decided to be an officer. This Club and 
its members have had a very positive impact on my last two and 
a half years at Princeton and I would like to do what I can to 
ensure this club continues to be an awesome environment for 
future generations of Chartans, just as it was for me.
 
How do you think Charter has changed in the time you’ve 
been here, and where do you see it going in the future? Actual-
ly, I think one of the great things about Charter is that it has not 
changed much in recent years. Across the entirety of my time 
at Charter, the club has consistently been a place where I could 
relax and play a game with friends, get work done, or enjoy great 

food. In fact, most recent alums who 
visit note how little has changed. 
Members can still be found playing 
board games and video games in 
the Upstairs Dining Room or Com-
puter Cluster, hard at work in the li-
brary, thesising in the Stewart room, 
or working on group projects in the 
Great Room, just as it was in the past 
when they were here. Some minor 
or mundane things have of course 
changed over the past three years, but the best thing about Char-
ter is that it has remained the same awesome club I was thrilled 
to join my sophomore year. I, of course, do not know what the fu-
ture holds for Charter, but I think this trend of stability will con-
tinue into the future. However, one change I would like to see is 
a widening of the range of people the club appeals to. There are 
certainly people who we would enjoy having in the club who do 
not fit the narrow stereotype our club has of “nerdy engineers.”
 
Aside from being graduating governor, what are your plans 
for next year? I’ll be working as an investment analyst for Pru-
dential in Newark, N.J. You can expect I’ll be taking advantage of 
my proximity to Princeton and Charter to visit often. 
 
Do you know what you would like to be doing in the lon-
ger term? Not really. As I’m working in finance this year, and 
I majored financial engineering, there’s a high probability I stay 
somewhere in the financial industry, but I’ll cross that bridge 
when I get there.  ◊

Adam Smyles ‘15

Just Married: Christina DiGasbarro ’12 & John Caves ’12 

John Caves ’12, former Vice President of Charter 
Club and now First Lieutentant in the Army, and 

Christina DiGasbarro ’12, former House Manager 
of Charter Club, married on June 6, 2015. They had 
their rehearsal dinner at the Clubhouse the day be-
fore — a choice that was a no-brainer for the couple. 

“Charter was such an important part of our time 
at Princeton that we couldn’t imagine having [the re-
hearsal dinner] somewhere else once we decided to 
have the wedding in Princeton,” Christina said.

While serving as officers together, some of their 
favorite moments included running pickups, clean-
ing out the Vice President’s closet together (a process 
Christina likened to a “mini-treasure hunt”), and tagging along 
when one of them was on duty to make duty more fun. Christina 
said she greatly enjoyed going to Houseparties and Lawnparties 
with her friends, and John noted that some of his fondest experi-
ences with his friends at Charter included “raging with the bros 
in [his] common room before heading out to Charter Friday.”

Several Charter alumni from the Class of 2012 were in the 

wedding party. Among the groomsmen were 
Adam Wiktor, Micah Joselow, and Gabe Frie-
den; among the bridesmaids, Amy Bohac, 
Lucy Lin, and Addie Mena. 

John popped the question while he and 
Christina were hiking through the woods 
in Alaska as night was falling. When they 
stopped at their turnaround point to take in 
the view, John took the ring out of his back-
pack and proposed. 

“It was winter, though, so it was so cold 
that I couldn’t put the ring on until we got 
back to the car and got it warmed up, or else I 

would have gotten frostbite!” Christina added.
In describing the rehearsal dinner itself, the newlyweds had 

the following to say: “It was great! The weather was good so we 
got to have the dinner on the back porch, so it felt just like old 
times. It was so nice to have that time to relax and be with family 
and friends before the wedding in a familiar place with lots of 
good memories.” ◊

Courtesy of Christina and John Caves
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Emma Glennon ’15: Fulbright Grant Recipient

Emma Glennon served as 
Charter’s Treasurer during 

the Spring 2014 and Fall 2015 
semesters. She has repeatedly 
demonstrated an unparalleled 
commitment to excellence both 
as an officer of the Club and as 
a Princeton student. With a pas-
sion for scientific inquiry, quan-
titative analysis, and innovative 
research, it is no wonder that 

she found herself as a recipient of a prestigious Fulbright 
Grant. Through this program, she will be able to take 
her extraordinary talents abroad to engage in impactful 
work in the field of epidemiology. 

What did you study at Princeton (major and certif-
icates)? I studied Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, 
with a certificate in Global Health and Health Policy.

What originally motivated your interest in those sub-
ject areas? My dad was a biology major, so I grew up 
listening to stories about the evolution of finches and 
going to museums where dinosaur bones seemed like 
the coolest things in the world. During a year off from 
Princeton in the middle of my freshman year, I went 
to India for a semester and accidentally gave myself 
a tour of the health care system. I saw firsthand the 
prevalence of preventable diseases and other systemic 
public health problems, and I started reading about 
public health and health systems around the world 
and back at home. Back at Princeton, I put my inter-
ests in biology and public health together and discov-
ered that I am fascinated by the quantitative study of 
infectious disease, which was the focus of my thesis 
(specifically as applied to cholera).

What were your other activities on campus, other 
than having been Charter’s treasurer? I was one of the 
Vice Presidents of the SHARE (Sexual Harrassment/
Assault Advising, Resources, and Education) peer 
program, and I also worked all four years at Prince-
ton, first with Dining Services and the Student Design 
Agency and later as a Student Technology Consultant. 

Have you received any other honors for your under-
graduate work? If so, what are they? I received a few 
departmental awards, including the senior book prize 
and a thesis prize for the category of disease. I was 
also named a Global Health Scholar as a junior, which 
gave me a great opportunity to receive some mentor-
ing in health-related field work as well as helped sup-
port my trip to Bangladesh last summer.

What inspired you to apply for the Fulbright pro-
gram? I spent the summer of 2014 at the Internation-
al Centre for Diarrhoeal Disease Research, Bangla-
desh (icddr,b) working on an epidemiological study 
of cholera in a peri-urban community just outside of 
Dhaka. I found this field work fascinating from both 
scientific and cultural perspectives, but was limited in 
how much I could do by the short amount of time I 
had and my weak language skills. I thought it would 
be wonderful to go back to Bangladesh when I had 
more time and skills, so I could both be a more effec-
tive researcher and interact on a deeper level with the 
people and place. 

What was the application process like for you? The 
application process is pretty reasonable, but very long. 
I have to admit it was pretty stressful waiting to hear 
back well into April, months after most of my friends 
had found jobs. Once you’re through, the program 
is very supportive; I actually just got back from my 
pre-departure orientation in Washington, DC where I 
met some amazing program alumni and State Depart-
ment people and got help with my research plans.

When and how did you find out you had been award-
ed the grant? About a week before my thesis was due, 
I was anxiously awaiting an email from my adviser 
and got the acceptance email instead. 
 
What was your initial reaction? I was definitely excit-
ed and relieved, but I think I delayed the celebration 
until my thesis was done.

Where will you be going with your Fulbright grant, 
how long will you be there, and what exactly will 
you be researching? I’ll be based in Dhaka, Bangla-
desh and affiliated with the Centre for Communicable 
Diseases at icddr,b, with which I will be studying the 
human and ecological factors driving the emergence 
of Nipah virus. The research grant is nine months, but 
I head over a few months early to start intensive lan-
guage study.

Do you know what you would like to be doing af-
ter you finish with this specific research project? I’m 
hoping to start graduate school in the fall of 2016. 

Update: Emma’s Fulbright was transfered to India 
because of terrorism risk in Bangladesh. She will be 
in Delhi working with the Public Health Founda-
tion of India. ◊

Emma Glennon ‘15
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Neil Hannan ’15: Latin Salutatorian

Neil Hannan served as Charter’s Community Ser-
vice and Sustainability Chair during the Spring 

2014 and Fall 2015 semesters. Throughout his under-
graduate career, he has demonstrated an commendable 
commitment to scholarship, culminating in his selec-
tion as the Class of 2015’s Latin salutatorian.

What did you study at Princeton (major and certifi-
cates)? At Princeton, I was a Classics major, with a cer-
tificate in Finance.

What originally motivated your interest in those sub-
ject areas? My interest in these areas of study certainly 
developed over the course of my college career. As I 
began Princeton, I was highly interested in economic 
policy and intended to major in the Woodrow Wilson 
School or Economics. During my first semester, how-
ever, I decided to take a Latin seminar on a whim. I 
soon clicked with the professor and the material of the 
course. I then took another course with the same pro-
fessor the next term, a course that went to Rome for 
spring break, and from there I grew more and more in-
terested in Classics for the deep questions it allows one 
to engage with and the extraordinary professors who 
teach the subject at Princeton.

What were your other activities on campus, other than 
having been Charter’s community service and sus-
tainability chair? In addition to my position at Charter, 
I was a portfolio manager at the Business Today Invest-
ment Team, which oversees the organization’s approxi-
mately $2 million endowment. I also tutored economics 
at the McGraw Center, and I was a peer academic advi-
sor for incoming freshmen in Forbes. Finally, I was an 
undergraduate fellow of both the James Madison pro-
gram, which hosted speakers and events about Amer-
ican political issues, and the Behrman society, which 
met monthly to discuss topics in the humanities.

Have you received any other honors? If so, what are 
they? I have been fortunate enough to have received 
several other honors at Princeton. At the beginning of 
senior year, I was a co-recipient of the George B. Wood 
Legacy Junior Prize, presented for extraordinary ac-
ademic work in the junior year. Additionally, I was 
awarded highest honors by the Classics Department, I 
was elected to the Phi Beta Kappa society, and on Class 
Day I was a co-recipient of the Phi Beta Kappa prize, 
awarded by the Princeton chapter of the society for ex-
traordinary academic work during one’s undergradu-
ate career.

When did you find out you had been selected as 

the Latin salutatorian? I first 
learned that I would deliver 
the salutation during a meeting 
with the Dean of the College, 
Valerie Smith, during the final 
week of classes. I was actual-
ly helping to plan a lecture by 
Dean Smith at the time, and so 
I did not know that she would 
deliver this news until I arrived 
at the meeting.

What was your initial reaction? When I first found out 
that I would deliver the Latin address, I foremost felt 
extremely grateful to everyone who had helped make 
my Princeton experience so positive, especially the pro-
fessors who have supported me throughout my aca-
demic work at Princeton. I was also excited to have the 
opportunity to speak to my class on so significant a day 
for all of us, and I was determined to try to make the 
speech meaningful, even if it was in Latin. I frequent-
ly received the advice to be brief, and so I decided to 
write in verse, composing eight Alcaic stanzas that wel-
comed the administration, the faculty, my classmates, 
and their guests to the graduation.

Can you describe the experience of delivering the Lat-
in salutatory oration at Commencement? Delivering 
the address at graduation was an extraordinary expe-
rience. Unfortunately the weather was uncooperative 
for Commencement, with moderate rain continuing for 
much of the ceremony. As a consequence of this weath-
er, my speech was moved near the end, so that the ac-
tual graduation could occur at the beginning in case the 
weather required an early end to the event. As I gave 
the address I was aware of just how large the class was; 
speaking before so large an audience was intimidating 
at the beginning, but it became exhilarating when the 
students would react to my speech.

What are your plans for next year? Next year I will be 
performing macroeconomic research for Bridgewater 
Associates, a hedge fund in Connecticut.

Do you know what you would like to be doing in the 
longer term? In the long term, I hope to study how in-
dividual preferences and values act as drivers of eco-
nomic behavior, on both a microeconomic and macro-
economic level. I have appreciated the opportunities 
that Princeton has provided to pursue those questions 
in an academic setting, and I look forward to continu-
ing to pursue these questions through my work at 
Bridgewater. ◊

Neil Hannan ‘15
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Charter in Technology

Tom Leighton ’78

Tom Leighton ’78, former Social Chair 
of Charter Club, is the current CEO and 
co-founder — with the late Danny Lew-
in — of Akamai Technologies, an Internet 
content delivery network based in Cam-
bridge, Mass. Akamai has experienced 
growth as a cloud infrastructure services 
platform and has been expanding into cy-
ber security and wireless network traffic 
management.

What was the entrepreneurship culture like at Princeton and 
at Charter when you were an undergraduate? I don’t real-
ly have a recollection of companies being started at Princeton 
then, perhaps because I had no desire to start a company. If 
there were entrepreneurship programs, I wouldn’t have known 
about them and probably didn’t gravitate to them. I spent my 
time doing mathematics and computer science and academic 
work, and wasn’t engaged in programs like that. Charter Club 
was an eating club, and I became the social chair there, so my 
job was making sure they had good parties — nothing to do 
with entrepreneurship. I don’t recall anything entrepreneurial 
about Charter. Princeton provided a very supportive culture for 
whatever you wanted to do, so they could well have had entre-
preneurship and I just didn’t know about it.

When Dr. Tim Berners-Lee posed the problem of address-
ing web congestion, did you expect that you and your team 
would find a solution that would become such a revolution-
ary commercial service? Certainly not a commercial solution. 
We weren’t thinking about commercial applications in the sense 
of starting a company, but it was a very interesting problem be-
cause it was applied, it was right in our wheelhouse, and the fact 
that it had applications would help us get grant funding. Being 
mathematicians and theoretical computer scientists, it was a 
struggle to get funding for your graduate students and funding 
to do research. We focused on finding theoretical solutions, and 
didn’t have any thoughts about starting a company.

When did you realize you and your team had developed tech-
nology with significant commercial potential? That happened 
during the $50K Contest at MIT. I started the research in 1995. 
Danny Lewin came in 1996, and ultimately wrote a prize-win-
ning master’s thesis on algorithms for consistent hashing. It was 
in the fall of ’97, inspired by Danny’s next-door neighbor, that 
we entered the Sloan Business Plan Competition, now called 
the $100K contest. We entered not with the idea of starting a 
company, but with the idea of learning about how to write a 
business plan, and with the idea of trying to win. I think Dan-

ny thought initially that if he won that he could use the prize 
money to pay off his student loans. But it turned out that if you 
won, you didn’t receive $50K, but $35K, and you had to use the 
money to start a company.

During the year-long competition, we met venture capital-
ists, industry experts, and with potential customers, and that’s 
when we started to gain an appreciation that, “Hey, this really 
could work in practice.” It took us some time to flesh out the 
business model. Initially, we were thinking about licensing the 
technology to major carriers but we discovered through talking 
to them that (at that time) they weren’t interested. They didn’t 
think that distributed computing could work in practice and 
they had bigger problems to deal with. Then we started talking 
to the big content providers, and they were interested in using 
the technology, but it meant that we had to start our own com-
pany and create a service as opposed to just licensing or giving 
the technology away to the carriers. 

Whereas a lot of today’s startup attempts originate as primar-
ily business ventures, Akamai developed from the solution 
to a research problem. How do you think this intersection 
between extensive research and business has contributed to 
Akamai’s long-standing success? I think it’s critical. We’re here 
working on really hard problems because we want to solve the 
problems. That comes from the research perspective, develop-
ing solutions for really hard problems that’ll make a difference. 
Of course, if we do that, we’ll derive business success, but the 
fact that we’re working on really hard problems attracts people 
who like to work on really hard problems, and that like to work 
as a team because you need teamwork to solve them. I think 
that’s what drives our success. The business aspect is critical, of 
course, and so we’ll do whatever it takes to make the custom-
er happy. We really care about the business but we’re not here 
just to make money. We’re here to make a difference and that’s 
a great motivator and attracts really strong talent and I think 
that’s what helped us persevere through the really dark days of 
the bubble bursting and losing Danny.

What advice would you give someone trying to start their 
own entrepreneurial venture? If you believe in the idea, go for 
it. There’ll be naysayers. You should listen to what they have 
to say and process it, but if you believe you’re still on the right 
track you should stay on that track. Be prepared to work really 
hard. It literally is 24 by 365 — at least that was my experience. 
There’ll be plenty of challenges. You can’t be afraid to make 
mistakes, because you’re going to make mistakes. The key is to 
correct your mistakes as quickly as possible. You’ve got to move 
with a sense of urgency because if you do have a good idea, oth-
er people are going to catch on to it, and they’re going to want a 
piece of the pie and so you’ve got to move fast to stay ahead. ◊

Tom Leighton ‘78
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and Entrepreneurship

Justin Knutson ’11
Justin Knutson ’11, former President of Charter Club, worked 
on the TonightLife mobile platform as the lead Android devel-
oper with fellow Chartans Cesar Devers ’11 and Valeri Karpov 
’11. This project, designed for same-day spontaneous event dis-
covery, was funded by the 2012 TigerLabs summer accelerator 
program. Justin is currently the Director of Product at Eleven 
James — a start-up founded in 2013 that provides private mem-
bership service for enthusiasts of luxury watches.

How did you get initially interested in entrepreneurship? 
I’m going to give you a bit of an esoteric answer, but hopefully 
it gets to the point. I think this question often gets asked as if 
entrepreneurship is some tangible thing. You might ask a phi-
losopher, “how did you get initially interested in philosophy?” 
And he might say something along the lines of “I started asking 
questions about the nature of things,” or “I heard about the on-
tological argument for God’s existence and I wanted to know 
more.” A chemist might take issue with the nature of matter or 
why certain things fluoresce. An entrepreneur starts much the 
same way — “I saw that this market was under-served, and I 
felt I could do it better,” or “How the hell has nobody thought of 
insert-product-here!?” Personally, I thought the service indus-
try and collaborative consumption (e.g. Netflix, Rent the Run-
way, AirBnB, etc.) were attractive markets to be in, and instead 
of jumping on board with an established company, I thought I 
could go out and build a better boat, so to speak. Or at least a 
different one. Entrepreneurs are all cut from the same cloth — 
we don’t sell shovels; we want to dig for the gold.

What was it like to be part of the 2012 TigerLabs summer ac-
celerator program? Fantastic, in a word. TigerLabs dropped into 
our laps like something out of a movie, when we were most des-
perately seeking funding and good guidance. Money is always 
nice, but what TigerLabs did that in hindsight I have a ton of 
appreciation for was to put our noses to the grindstone. It takes 
a lot of concerted effort to eek out even a mediocre product, and 
that, I believe, is something a lot of people don’t see with the 
glitz and glam of the entrepreneurs who have made it big. It 
takes a lot of work. It also involves a lot of networking, and to 
that, even though we are no longer directly involved with Ti-
gerLabs in any way, I still find myself going back to them both 
to offer help and to get help. It’s a very close-knit circle, entre-
preneurship is, however you look at it. In summary, it was an 
amazing experience with a very talented and motivated group 
of investors who showed me (us) the real meaning of produc-
tivity. ◊

Visit www.charterclub.org for the full versions of all of these interviews.

Christian Theriault ’07
Christian Theirault ’07 has found great success as an entrepre-
neur. Christian has received recognition and various awards 
for his entrepreneurial ventures over the years from entities 
including the University’s Keller Center Innovation Forum, the 
Siemens Corporation, and R&D Magazine. He has also served 
as a guest lecturer for University entrepreneurship courses. 
In 2011, he co-founded TAG Optics, Inc. — an adaptive optics 
company of which he is the CEO.

How did you initially get interested in entrepreneurship? My 
curiosity was first piqued during my junior year at Princeton — 
one of my friends was a member in the E-Club and was telling 
me about his plans for a new venture. Interestingly enough, it 
was not the prospect of the new venture that attracted me to the 
entrepreneurship scene, but rather the passion and conviction 
with which he spoke. During my senior year, I made a significant 
shift in my coursework which enabled me to take ELE491: High 
Tech Entrepreneurship in addition to some general economics 
classes and from there was hooked. Upon graduating with my 
degree in mol bio, I was then allowed to transfer to the MAE 
department for an MSE during which I took classes on process 
optimization, business simulation, etc. and got involved with 
the E-Club, including participating in the 2008 Tiger Launch.

What did you think of the entrepreneurship and start-up cul-
ture at Princeton, and specifically Charter, when you were a stu-
dent? Even though it was not that long ago — things on campus 
are very different!  The financial crisis seems to have catalyzed 
and organized a new era of entrepreneurial activity on campus 
in a way that I could only dream about while I was on campus.  
For example, when I participated in Tiger Launch ’08 there was 
barely a dozen students interested in submitting ideas for the 
competition; now you have nearly a dozen making it to the final 
after two to three rounds of judging.  Entrepreneurship was some-
thing that existed on campus, but it was far from mainstream 
and wasn’t necessarily something that was, well, celebrated.

I believe that entrepreneurship entails both innovation and 
leadership and I think that Charter has been at the forefront 
of both for sometime now. Whether it be the introduction of 
Charter Friday (or re-introduction, depending on what class 
you are from), the Charter fall (wine & cheese) and spring 
(wine & desert) wine tasting events or, the more recent intro-
duction of a club-sponsored hackathon, Charter seems to have 
benefited form a streak of officers and a supporting graduate 
board that have embraced the idea that innovation, leadership, 
and thus entrepreneurship are important values to uphold. ◊
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Class of 2016 Officers at Charter’s Houseparties.

Members singing karaoke at Houseparties.

Members at the Brazilian Rodizio grill Houseparties semiformal.

Members dining outdoors at the Houseparties semiformal evening.

Members playing pool and conversing at Houseparties. Some of the Class of 2015 Officers at Houseparties.
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Class of 2017 junior officers.

Attendees enjoying Echosmith’s performance at Fall Lawnparties.

Above and at right, members at Spring Lawnparties.

If you’d like to make a donation to Charter, visit
the Giving page at www.charterclub.org.

Members at Fall Lawnparties.
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Charter members in front of the Clubhouse.

Class of 2016
Megan S. Abbott, Fair Oaks Ranch, TX
Jean-Carlos Arenas, Newark, NJ
Andra L. Bailard, Menlo Park, CA
Curtis L. Belmonte, Shrewsbury, MA
Kelsey L. Blair, Moorestown, NJ
Eric C. Blum, New York, NY
Cara P. Cavanaugh, Morris Plains, NJ
Paul Chang, New York, NY
Jeremy R. Cheehan, Pittsford, NY
Dorothy S. Chen, Pine Brook, NJ
Carol W. Chiu, Los Angeles, CA
Anirudh Dasarathy, Highland Heights, OH
Robert A. DeNunzio, Greenwich, CT
Daniel N. Dore, Malvern, PA
Riley M. Fitzgerald, Phoenix, AZ
Rory S. Fitzpatrick, Westfield, NJ
Damini Ghosh, Dubai, United Arab Emirates
Kristin L. Goehl, Princeton, MA
Natalie D. Hejduk, Waco, TX
Yuriko A. Inaba, Fort Lee, NJ
Angeline C. Jacques, Nashua, NH
Ghassen Jerfel, Sousse, Tunisia
Max A. Kaplan, Torrance, CA
Liam J. Kelly, Hillsborough, NJ
Ilya Krasnovsky, River Edge, NJ
Kenny Lin, Edison, NJ
Kathryn C. Long, Boca Raton, FL
Mo Luo, San Jose, CA
Saahil S. Madge, Ledgewood, NJ
Eve R. Matthaey, Great Neck, NY
Lucas J. Mayer, Burr Ridge, IL
Nicholas S. McAfee, Baltimore, MD
Hannah G. Miller, Oswego, IL
Alexander Payne, Encinitas, CA
Richard N. Polo, Calabasas, CA
Eric T. Principato, Robbinsville, NJ
Hansen Qian, Saratoga, CA
Alec Jacob Ranzato, Suffern, NY
Brent P. Read, Mt. Laurel, NJ
Jack Reed, Pleasanton, CA
Christian E. Rodriguez, Arlington, TX
Abdiel Santiago, Cape May Courthouse, NJ
Karthik A. Sastry, Nashville, TN

Joseph R. Scherrer, Nashville, TN
Zachary J. Schiffer, Champaign, IL
Kevin S. Silmore, Pittsburgh, PA
Matthew S. Silver, Westport, CT
Dennis D. Smith, Reading, MA
Sofia E. Suarez, Andover, MA
Leann P. Thayaparan, Manlius, NY
Cynthia A. Tremonte, Florham Park, NJ
Erica Y. Tsai, San Ramon, CA
Mariel L. VanLandingham, Saint Louis, MO
Michael J. Wang, Allendale, NJ
Jeremy D. Whitton, Lancaster, PA
Sally W. Yu, Glen Iris, VIC, Australia
Christopher C. Yuk, Kowloon Tong, Hong 
Kong
Irvin T. Zhan, Syosset, NY
Kevin R. Zhang, Ambler, PA
Shirley Zhu, Glen Burnie, MD
Daniel W. Zirkel, Bethpage, NY
Joshua Zuckerman, Marietta, GA

Class of 2017
Paloma L. Aguas, Metuchen, NJ
Robert E. Aguilar, Jackson, NJ
Arunraj Balaji, Rialt, CA
Thomas A. Beauchemin, New City, NY
Warren Z. Bein, Riverside, CT
Isabella J. Bosetti, Napa, CA
Adam J. Bowman, Brentwood, TN
Elizabeth R. Bradley, Phoenix, AZ
Max R. Bressler, Naples, FL
Thomas P. Byrne, Parma, OH
Shubham Chattopadhyay, Newtown, PA
Aarav D. Chavda, Dallas, TX
Jason Chen, Whittier, CA
Michael L. Chiang, Scarsdale, NY
Annie Chu, Gaithersburg, MD
Matthew T. Daigger, Commack, NY
Ricardo C. de los Reyes, San Bruno, CA
Sharon Zixuan Deng, Wuhan, China
Evelyn Ding, Cupertino, CA
Victor W. Du, Palo Alto, CA
Daniel R. Elkind, Greenwich, CT
Alexandra R. Farina, Wilmette, IL

Bolton K. Ferda, Medford, OK
Daniel S. Gift, Washington Crossing, PA
Jason G. Golfinos, New York, NY
Ethan K. Gordon, Buffalo, IL
Lorena S. Grundy, Dublin, OH
Amelia M. Hankla, Lafayette, CO
Christopher R. Hay, Gilbert, AZ
Miles G. Hinson, New York, NY
Catherine Y. Hua, Mountain View, CA
Isabelle M. Ingato, Toms River, NJ
Zachary M. Kendrick, Snowmass Village, CO
Jason M. Kim, Manhattan Beach, CA
Thomas L. Kloehn, Chicago, IL
Jerry J. Liu, Mountain View, CA
Thomas F. Lomont, Vienna, VA
Colin P. Lualdi, Weston, MA
Rachel H. Marek, Shaker Heights, OH
Ryan R. Miller, Los Alamitos, CA
Valerie K. Morin, Basking Ridge, NJ
Sean R. Muleady, Fullerton, CA
Catherine Ariadne Mytelka, Carmel, IN
Emile K. Oshima, Honolulu, HI
Jose I. Perez-Benzo, Montgomery Village, MD
Mark A. Petersen, Winnetka, IL
William K. Robinson, Winnetka, IL
William K. Rose, Swampscott, MA
Alexander J. Singleton, Indianapolis, IN
Chloe N. Song, Potomac, MD
Marcus P. Spiegel, Allentown, PA
Mary Cecilia Stoner, Gretna, LA
Dorothy A. Tang, Arcadia, CA
Jonathan D. Tang, Cranbury, NJ
Lucy Zhonghui Tang, Tunbridge Wells, 
England
Michael Torre, Middlesex, NJ
Graham M. Turk, Old Westbury, NY
Kevin Wang, San Diego, CA
Yuan Wang, Manhattan Beach, CA
Julianna D. Wright, Ocean Bluff, MA
Rachel H. Xu, Newtown, PA
Alan Yang, Katy, TX
Joseph H. Yates, Portsmouth, RI
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Charter Gifts

Donations to The Princeton Charter Foundation, The Princeton Prospect Foundation, and The Princeton Charter 
Club from January 1, 2015 to December 14, 2015. Donors who gave over $200 are listed in boldface.

James P. Sinclair '59
Stephen W. Barber '60
John R. Cooper '62
Richard B. Romig '62
John O'Meara Jr '69
George C. Miksztal '70
John P. Arigoni '71
Stephen C. Muther '71
Diana Foster '72
Thomas Hanna Jones '72
George F. Peper '72
Leslie Vial Owsley '74
John Henry Beers '76
Ricki R. Rogers '77
Alexander A. Bonnyman '78
John '78 and Cary '78 Bruestle
Robert W. Klein '78

Michael V. McKay '78
Eric R. Lewis '79
David M. Holmes '81
Florence A. Hutner ‘81
Douglas ‘81 and Adrienne ‘88 Rubin
Jacquelyne Hata Alexander '84
Peter W. Burck '85
James H. Cohen '89
Erik J. Sabot '93
James J. White Jr. ‘98
Wade A. Rakes II '02
Graham A. Sheldon '02
John O. Andrews '05
Dean R. Scott '07
Turner R. Batty '08
William O. Scharf '08
Christine Batty '09

Michael M. Wu '10
Matthew O. Sanyour '11
Ziran Xiao '11
1st. Lt. John ‘12 and Christina ‘12 Caves
Sara L. Haddock '12
Evelyn L. Economy '13
Edward P. Harvey III '14
Alison Bick '15
Emma E. Glennon '15
Eric G. Shullman '15
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Goldman Sachs & Co. Matching Gifts
Microsoft Matching Gift
Phoenix Foundation
Spout Foundation

In Memoriam

It is with deep sadness that we re-
port the passing of Garrett M. Heher 
’56, who was Chairman of the Char-
ter Club board from 1970 until 1997. 
As chairman, Garry advanced Club 
operations into the modern era and 
strengthened our ability to serve the 
undergraduates of Princeton Univer-
sity. He oversaw the introduction of 
coeducation at the Club, the conver-

sion of Charter to an open club, the hiring of current Club manager, 
Steve Moskow, and even the installation of Charter’s first Internet 
connection.  Garry used his legal expertise and negotiating prowess to 
guide the Club though the financially difficult times of the ‘70’s. Charter 
Club might not be here today if it weren’t for his tenacious leadership 
and tremendous service.  

In addition ot his undergraduate service to Charter as Club treasurer, 
Garry was a member of Triangle Club and a contributor to the Daily 
Princetonian.  He was a partner with Smith, Stratton, Wise, Heher and 
Brennan in Princeton and later started his own law practice in Prince-
ton. He sat on the boards of Eden Institute in Princeton and the Nassau 
Club. He was a member of The Federal Bar Association, The New Jer-
sey State Bar Association, The Mercer County Bar Association. Garry 
addressed his pursuits with both integrity and a sense of humor. He 
was a great story teller and conversationalist, and could always relay a 
current event after his detailed daily read of The New York Times. Gar-
ry enjoyed most spending time with his wife, son, daughter-in-law and 
two grandchildren. Before Princeton, he attended Villa Victoria Acad-
emy and The Lawrenceville School. After Princeton, he attended the 
University of Michagan Law School, graduating in 1959. He is survived 
by his wife of 50 years, Gretchen Walsh Heher; a son and daughter-

Garrett M. Heher ’56

Maria C. Morales

Retired employee Maria Cristina 
Morales passed away November 22 
at home surrounded by her loving 
family. For a generation of Char-
ter Club members, Maria was the 
always-smiling face that welcomed 
them to breakfast and lunch.  She 
treated the members like family and 
was always quick to ensure that 
their time in the dining room was as 
comfortable as possible. She was a 
model employee, reliably showing up regardless of the weather and 
liked by everyone. Long after her retirement, the rest of the staff asked 
every year that she be invited to the annual staff dinner.  She was 
much-loved.

Born in Guatemala City, Guatemala, Maria immigrated to the 
United States in 1980 and became a U.S. citizen. She has resided in 
the Lawrence area since 1980. She loved to care for stray cats near her 
home, and for her own cat Pepito. Maria was a devoted and loving 
wife, mother, grandmother, great-grandmother, and friend.  She 
is survived by her five children, twelve grandchildren and twelve 
great-grandchildren.

Maria will be greatly missed by all members of Charter Club who 
had the privilege of being under her care.  The Club passes on its 
condolences to her family. ◊

in-law, Garrett Walsh Heher ’89 and Maureen Dwyer Heher of Essex, 
Connecticut; and two grandchildren, Catherine and William Heher.

To his family and classmates, the Club passes on its condolences and 
expresses our deep gratitude for Garry’s extraordinary service to Char-
ter Club. ◊
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Lorena S. Grundy ‘17, President
Rachel H. Marek ‘17, Vice President

Thomas A. Beauchemin ‘17, Treasurer
Miles G. Hinson ‘17, Social Chair

Matthew T. Daigger ‘17, Kitchen Manager
Jason M. Kim ‘17, Kitchen Manager

Officers of the 2017 Section

Visit our new undergraduate website at 
www.princetoncharterclub.org

to learn more about current Club life.


